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Coming Full Circle: An Introduction to 
Circular Economy Principles

Waste Reduction Network Quarterly Call

November 17, 2022



2

Bri Colon
U.S. Department of Energy
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Better Project, Better Project Awards



New Waste Reduction Network Resources

Waste Reduction Network 
Waste Glossary 

Waste Stream Energy 
Content Calculator 1 2

Visit the Waste Reduction Network page on Solution Center 

to download these and other resources.

https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/special-initiatives/waste-reduction-network


Demo ïMaterials Flows through Industry (MFI) Modeling Tool 
Swaroop Atnoorkar, NREL 
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Agenda

Circularity ïImportance, Strategies, and Challenges
Dr. Heather Goetsch, NREL; Julia Sullivan, NREL 

Welcome and Introductions

Closing and Q&A 
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Construction Waste 
Brent Trenga, Kingspan Insulated Panels 
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Feedback Opportunity



Waste Team

Department of Energy

Robert Bruce Lung, BGS LLC, IEDO

John OôNeill, IEDO

Ethan Rogers, IEDO 

Hannah Debelius, BTO

Bri Colon, BTO

Oak Ridge National Lab

Subodh Chaudhari

ICF

Jesse Gubert

RE Tech  Advisors

Andrea Doukakis



ÅMGM Resorts International

ÅMontefiore Medical Center

ÅNew Bedford Housing Authority

ÅParkway

ÅPhysicians Realty Trust

ÅPNC 

ÅShorenstein Properties

ÅSprint

ÅTenderloin Neighborhood 

Development Corporation

ÅThe Tower Companies

ÅUniversity of Maryland Medical 

Center

ÅUSAA Real Estate

ÅUW Health

ÅThe West Palm Beach VA 

Medical Center*

ÅWelltower

ÅWhole Foods

Waste Network Participants

ÅArmstrong Flooring

ÅAstraZeneca

ÅBendix Commercial 

Vehicle Systems

ÅBristol Myers Squibb

ÅCelanese Corporation

ÅCooper Standard

ÅCummins

ÅElectrolux

ÅThe Estée Lauder 

Companies

ÅFlowers Foods 

ÅFMC Chemicals 

ÅGeneral Motors

ÅGibraltar Industries

ÅGraham Packaging 

ÅHARBEC 

ÅBerlin Packaging

ÅBozzuto Management 

Company

ÅCity of Reno, NV

ÅCommonWealth Partners

ÅDWS

ÅEmpire State Realty Trust

ÅFlagstar Bank

ÅFoundation Communities 

ÅThe Hartford Financial Services 

Group

ÅHealthcare Realty Trust

ÅH&M

ÅIKEA Retail U.S.

ÅIron Mountain Data Centers

ÅJamestown, LP

ÅJBG Smith

ÅLBNL

ÅHonda North America

ÅJohnson Controls

ÅKYB Americas Corp.

ÅLos Angeles Department of 

Water and Power 

ÅLockheed Martin

ÅMartin Guitar 

ÅNissan North America

ÅNSK Americas 

ÅPaperWorks Industries

ÅPPC Online 

ÅRaytheon Technologies

ÅSchneider Electric 

ÅSteelcase, Inc.

ÅSugar Creek Packing Co.

ÅValmont Industries

ÅVolvo Group North America

*(part of the U.S. Dept. of Veterans 

Affairs' Sunshine Healthcare Netw ork)

Industrial Commercial



Better Buildings, Better Plants Waste Reduction Network

Participants are encouraged to contribute in 

one or more of the following ways: 

Á Publish a case study on the Better 

Buildings Solution Center 

Á Share best practices and lessons 

learned through peer exchanges 

Á Document the ways waste 

management impact other priority 

areas such as energy reduction, GHG 

emissions, embodied carbon, the 

circular economy, and equity

Diversion

Absolute

Zero Waste

Intensity

Waste-to-Energy

Circularity

What do Organizations Commit To?

Participants set waste goals and report 

progress using the following options:

Solutions Track: Data Track:



Better Buildings, Better Plants Waste Reduction Network

ÅData Submission

ÅBi-Monthly Newsletters

ÅResources and Solutions 

ÅWebinars

ÅPeer Exchanges

ÅWorking Groups

Waste Reduction 
Network Activities
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Dr. Heather Goetsch
Research Engineer
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Reducing Waste through Circularity

Heather Goetsch, PhD
Heather.Goetsch@NREL.gov

Julia Sullivan
Julia.Sullivan@NREL.gov

Swaroop Atnoorkar
Swaroop.Atnoorkar@NREL.gov

















https://www.re-thinkingthefuture.com/rtf-fresh-perspectives/a811-alternative-materials-cardboard






https://www.re-thinkingthefuture.com/rtf-fresh-perspectives/a811-alternative-materials-cardboard/




https://www.re-thinkingthefuture.com/rtf-fresh-perspectives/a811-alternative-materials-cardboard














https://www.perksdeconstruction.com/






https://www.re-thinkingthefuture.com/rtf-fresh-perspectives/a811-alternative-materials-cardboard/








http://mfitool.nrel.gov/








































https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/
mailto:betterbuildings@retechadvisors.com?subject=Program%20Support%20Question
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/better-buildings/
https://twitter.com/BetterBldgsDOE

